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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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“Abounding Grace” 


By CHAS. E. FULLER, D.D. 


(Sermon preached over Old-Fashioned Revival Hour, broadcast April 
1, 1944; mechanically recorded for The Sword of the Lord.) 


Shall we bow in a moment of prayer: 
Our Heavenly Father, we do pray earnestly that the Holy 
Spirit may take the things of Christ and reveal them unto 


us. And may the eyes of our 


that we may know what Thou hast for us in Christ Jesus. 


As we speak about the theme 


the hearts that are darkened and alienated and cut off from 
the life which is in Christ.Oh, 
all over the land! Speak to them and may these words, “I 
will love them freely,’ burn their way into the innermost 
recesses of their hearts that they may be saved. For we ask 
it in Christ’s name and for His sake. Amen. 


G 


understanding be enlightened 
of “Abounding Grace,” touch 


how needy men’s hearts are 


In reading through the prophecy | 


of Hosea I was struck by this 
great contrast and comparison. 
The nation Israel is portrayed 
there under the figure of a faith- 
less wife. Israel has forsaken the 
true worship of Jehovah and is 
worshipping idols. And my, it is 
a dark record from chapters 1 to 
13, and yet through it all we find 
a beacon light of grace running 
through. For example, in the 13th 
chapter, it says, “O Israel, thou 
hast destroyed thyself; but in me 
is thine help.” God is speaking to 


Bin aero) And-throughout--the entire: 


Co 


Ome 


j ep who had previously been converted 


prophecy and especially in the 14th 
chapter God issues frequent in- 
vitations for His earthly chosen 
people to return to a place of fel- 
lowship with Himself. And truly 
Hosea is a book which records 
much of God’s abounding grace, 
portraying God’s wonderful love 
and mercy toward the guilty and 
sinful. Why, Chapter 7, for exam- 
ple, is the dark chapter. God 
gives a candid camera shot, a cross 


section of the human heart, a 


heart that is full of falsehoods, 
stealing, drunkenness, scorn and 
bitterness. And then in chapter 14 
we find a picture of God’s abound- 
ing grace toward the unlovely and 
the unworthy one. Though Israel's 
fall was caused by her own sin 
and iniquity, yet God was faith- 
ful and full of abounding grace 
toward sinful Israel. Let me read 
it to you. Hosea 14:4, “I will heal 
their backsliding, I will love them 
freely.” I am going to stop right 
there and speak upon those five 


words (and by the way, five is 


the number of | 
grace), “I will 
love them free- 
ly.” Now you 
take in the first 
part of chapter 
14, we find Is- 
rael in a state 
of a truly re- 
pentant one, 
“Receive us 
graciously. : & 
for in thee the ae 
fatherless find Fuller 
mercy.” And. oon pe Ae , 2 
then in verse 4, “I will T6vé 
them freely.” Why, here.is a con- 
densation of the glorious message 
of salvation, the essence of all that 
God has done and will do for the 
repentant, returning sinful man, 
with emphasis on the word “free- 
ly.” 

It may be that God could love 
the angels because of their beauty 
and their goodness, but he cannot 
love man for that reason, for God’s 
Word .sags that man is vile, full 
of sin, dead in trespasses and sin, 
and*yet over against it we have 
the word “freely,” expressing the 
way lové comes from God to sinful 
man. Now the common meaning 
of the word “freely,” is this: that 
which speaks of receiving some- 
thing without money and without 
price. A man gives freely when he 
gives -to the poor simply on the 
grounds of their poverty, hoping 
for nothing again. And so God's 
love comes to all men freely and 
unbought, without our having any 

(Continued on page four) 
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997 Public Professions in 
Buffalo Campaign 


The CHRIST FOR GREATER 
BUFFALO campaign, led by John 
R. Rice and J. Stratton Shufelt, 
closed Sunday night, April 30, with 
3,759 people jammed and crowded 
into Kleinhans Music Hall, Buf- 
falo. Hundreds were standing and 
hundreds of others were turned a- 
way and not allowed inside be- 
cause of firemen’s_ regulations. 
There were about seventy-five pub- 
lic professions in the Sunday night 
sérvices, a triumphant close to the 
campaign. fp ae 
‘Rev. Donald Dibble, chairman of 
the committee in charge of records, 
called by long distance telephone 
last Wednesday to say that he had 
just finished counting the cards re- 
cording public professions of faith 
after the people had been dealt 
with carefully in the inquiry room. 
The total number of professions of 
faith was 997. Of these, 637 stated 
this was their first profession of 
faith; others checked the card to 
show that they were backsliders 


but had drifted into a life of sin. 
Some others did not distinctly state- 
which. Probably 700 of those who 
made public professions were new 
converts who had never before 
claimed the Saviour. 7 
Besides these professions there 
were thirty-four who publicly sur- 
rendered to full-time services, and 
plan to take training for the min- 
istry or the mission field, etc. 


There is not room here to give 
proper credit to the splendid work- 
ers whose cooperation made the 
campaign, possible. Mr. Seward 8. 
Wells was the chairman of the 
campaign, a devout and lovable 
Christian layman. Dr. George A. 


tist Church, was chairman of the 
personal work committee which 
did unusually effective work. Rev. 
Walter Keeney, pastor of the Cal- 
vary Gospel Tabernacle, organized 
the big choir and won many souls. 


Cole of the Prospect Avenue Bap- 


and Sidon. 


sheep of the house of Israel. 


bread and cast it to dogs. 


This entrancing story found 
place in the Bible because the 
Spirit of God had lessons here He 
would teach us. You will be a rich- 
er and happrer Christian if you 


the 


} ‘ 
I. SHE WAS~ONE OF CHRIST'S 
‘OTHER SHEEP’ 


Throughout the. gospels we are 
told how Jesus tried to broaden the 
sympathies of His disciples and to 
enlarge their love for all people 
everywhere who loved Him -or 
needed Him. In John 10:16 Jesus 
said, “Other sheep I have, which 
are not of this fold: them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear my 
voice; and there shall be one fold 
and one shepherd.” We should re- 
member that all over the world, 
among people of every nationality, 
in every sect and denomination 
where Christ is trusted as Sav- 
iour»and honored as Lord, there 
are lovely and devout characters 
from whom we may learn with 
rich blessings to ourselves. 

This Canaanitish woman was 
saved. She said to Jesus, “Have 
mercy on me, O Lord, thou son 
of David.” She knew Jesus was 
the promised Messiah, she called 
Him her Lord and Master, she 
asked Him to haye mercy. Again, 
when first denied, she said to 
Him, “Truth, Lord: yet the dogs 
eat of the crumbs which fall from 
their masters table.” Again she 
called Jesus Lord. And she insisted 
that if she were to be called a dog 
she was still His own dog and had 
a right to the crumbs that fell 
from her own master’s table! This 
woman was saved. She was a 
Christian. She loved Christ, under- 
stood Him, believed in Him, sunr'- 
rendered to Him, said she belonged 
to Him! Oh, and anybody through- 
out coe world who loves the dear 
Lord Jesus, surrenders to His will, 
pleads for His mercy, calis Him 
Lord and Master — anyone, I say, 
who does that is my brother or 


tory of this woman. 


} the ny of th _Jesson taught in 


Him and therefore dear to-me! 


The Samaritans were half-breed 
people, cnly partly Jewish in blood 


by the Jews. Yet they are used 
continually in the gospels as ex- 
amples to all of us. When Jesus 
healed ten lepers, only one of 
them, a Samaritan, returned to 
praise the Lord Jesus and thank 
Him (Luke 17:12-18). When Jesus 
would show us a pattern of unself- 
ish, brotherly love He gave the 


(Continued on page four) 


parable of “the good Samaritan” 


: AY 
my sister, a child of God, dear ad | This is a labor of love to spread 


and religion, and greatly despised 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


‘I. SHE WAS ONE OF CHRIST'S 'OTHER SHEEP’ 
ll. SHE IDENTIFIED HERSELF WITH HER DEMON.-POSSESSED DAUGHTER 

lll. SHE PRAYED A PERSISTENT, SUCCESSFUL, PREVAILING PRAYER 

IV. SHE FOUND THE COMPASSIONATE, WILLING CHRIST WILL ANSWER IF WE MEAN BUSINESS 


“21.. Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre 


"22. And behold a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, 
and cried unto him,saying, Have mercy on me,-O Lord, thou son of 
David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. 

“23 But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and 
besought him, saying, Send her away: for she crieth after us. 

"24. But he answered and said, 


| am not sent but unto the lost 


“25. Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord help me. 
26. But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children’s 


which fall from their masters’ table. 
"27. And she said, Truth, Lord: 
"28. Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman great is thy 
faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made 
whole from that very hour.’ —Matthew 15:21-28. 


yet the dogs eat of the crumbs 


and made the term itself a title 
for neighborliness and kindness! 
Luke 10: 30-37). 

When a centurion who came to 
Jesus asking healing for a servant 


\) funmbly saia; “bord, £ am not wor- 


thy that thou shouldst come under 
my roof: but speak the word only, 
and my servant shall be healed,” 
Jesus was greatly pleased and said, 
“Verily I say unto you, I have not 
found so great faith, no, not in 
Israel.” (Matt. 8:5-10). This cen- 
turion was probably an Italian, and 
certainly not a Jew, but he had 
much to teach Jews as well as 
Christians! 

The division of people into sects 
and denominations has some good 
points but it has great hindrances 
also, to the cause of Christ. It is 
no wrong that people should have 
strong convictions, and I do not 
say that Christians should lightly 


“A Woman of Canaan” 


give up their convictions where 
there are honest differences of 
opinion about minor doctrines of 
the Bible. But I do say that God 
would be greatly honored if Chris- 
tians would love one another and 
if Christian fellowship should cross 


‘over the boundaries of denomina- 


tions and sects. : 

When some years ago I planned 
to enter the field as an evangel- 
ist I honestly considered whether 
or not I should preach in churches 
of many denominations and wheth- 
er I should preach in Union cam- 
paigns sponsored by many church- 
es of varying faiths. As I prayer- 
fully studied the Word, Psalm 
119:63 was pressed upon my heart: 
“lL am a companion of all them 
that fear thee, and of them that 
keep thy precepts.” Like the 
Psalmist, I resolved to keep fellow- 
ship with all the people who fear 
the Lord and keep his precepts or 
earnestly strive to do so. 

My néart has-been made vey 
happy to feel that God has given 
me a love for all His people and 
a longing for fellowship with them. 
In Minneapolis last year one Evan- 
gelical Church pastor said to an- 
other pastor of his denomination: 
“Dr. Rice is called a Baptist, but 
really his preaching is just old- 
fashioned Evangelical preaching, 
isn’t it, brother?’’ And the other 
pastor agreed! And I have been 
much’ pleased because pastors of 
the Arminian doctrinal position 
have cooperated in all my Union 
campaigns, and in every case, I 
think, they have come, after some 
distrust or unease about the mat- 


(Continued on page two) 


By the Editor 


Frankly, I am making an appeal 
for the help of pastors and Chris- 
tian workers to get out The Sword 
of vhe Lord. Other Christian pa- 
pers make an appeal that you 
stand by the school that they rep- 
resent, that you should boost the 
magazine because of its help to 
Sunday Schools, or that you should 
be true to your denomination and 
help get subscriptions for the of- 
ficial organ. The Sword of the 
Lord is building no denomination, 
is not a promotional organ for any 
particular. school, and has no axe 
to grind, however good the axe 
might be. We simply want to pro- 
mote evangelism and get out the 
gospel far and wide like Jesus 
commanded us to do. Let me say 
frankly that the editor gets not 
a penny of salary, gets no interest 
on the money invested in The 
Sword of the Lord, gets not a pen- 
for any article that he writes. 


revivals, to teach the Word of God, 
to get people saved, to build up 
weak Christians. And I feel that 
pastors and Christian workers ev- 
erywhere can cooperate with that 
honest motive and the honest effort 
we make to get out the gospel in 
The Sword of the Lord. 


We are offering great libraries 
of the finest Christian books to 
pastors, to Sunday schools, or to 
homes or individuals, given free 
wih blocks of twenty or more sub- 


Doesn't This Deserve Your Help? 


leading American 


scriptions to The Sword of the 
Lord. For twenty subscriptions at 
$1.00 a year, you get $10.00 of the 
best Christian literature, of your 
own choice, with 50¢ worth of 
books additional for eachyaddition- 
al subscription. For 100 subscrip- 
tions you would get $50 worth of 
books. I earnestly suggest that 
pastors pray about the matter, and 


‘gee whether you ought not to coop- 


erate in such ‘a campaign. First, 
consider the good that The Sword 
of the Lord would do, coming into 
the homes of church members, 
with sermons by such men as Dr.’ 
H. A. Ironside, Dr. Robert G. Lee, 
Evangelist Hyman Appelman, Dr. 
Charles E. Fuller, Dr.- Oswald J. 
Smith, Dr. Joe Henry Hankins, Dr. 
Louis T. Talbot, Dr. P. W. Phil- 
pott, Dr. Bob Jones, and other 
soul-winners. 
Thousands of homes have really 
been transformed by the gospel: 
influence of. this, America’s fore- 
most evangelistic weekly. 

Second, consider the good that 
would be done by a very select li- 


brary of great Christian books, — 4 
‘books to interest and inspire young 


people, and give them soul-win- 
ning vision and passion; books to 
help pastors and Sunday School 
teachers in their important tasks; 
books to settle great Bible teach- 
ing for all. . 


(Continued on page three) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


“A WOMAN OF CANAAN” 


(Continued from page one) 


er, to have full confidence in my 
sincerity and brotherliness, and 
have been glad they cooperated. 
They have felt that I am most con- 
cerned about the main thing of 
getting sinners saved, and while 


they know my position of eternal, 


security of a believer differs with 
theirs, yet they believe my teach- 
ing is so brotherly and Christ- 
centered that I do them and their 
people no harm, but rather good. 
So many of them have told me. 
And that is only as it ought to be. 
I am a poor example and beg your 
give my testi- 
mony about what I believe a pro- 
per attitude. 

The Jews had much to learn 
from this Canaanitish woman who 
had such faith in Christ. Jesus 
held her up to the apostles as an 

xample and He evidently meant 
to teach them the lesson of persis- 
tent prayer by her example. So 
our brethren in all denominations 
have much that they can teach us 
by their doctrine or their example. 

I had the other day a real joy in 
an invitation to come to a large 
Pentecostal Assembly for revival 
services. I cannot go, I think, but 
I was greatly pleased that some 
Pentecostal people love me, and be- 
lieve I mean business for God. 
They feel that, though I do not 
agree with them on speaking in 
tongues, that I do magnify the 
power of the Holy Spirit. None of 
the Pentecostal people are modern- 
ists. None of them doubt the vir- 
gin birth, the blood atonement, the 
inspiration of the Bible. How I 
wish that the same thing could be 
said about my people, the Baptists! 
Baptists have much to learn, Me- 
thodists and Presbyterians have 
much to learn from the Pentecost- 
al people. All of them believe that 
God answers prayer, all believe 
the He can work miracles today 


when He chooses, and that He 
all believe that 


sometimes does; 
the Bible is all true from begin- 
ning to end. All Pentecostal peo- 


ple believe that we can have and 
ought to have daily the power, joy 
and manifestation of the Holy 
Spirit. Oh, that all denominations 


of Christians believed the same! 


We believe they are wrong on 


some incidental details and on 


some details that are not incident-|- 


al, but God has many, many pre- 
cious saints among them from 
whom other Christians can learn. 


In one campaign I was greatly 


pleased because a Holiness preach- 


er attended the services and sat 


on the platform. I preached sharp- 
ly against sin and I preached then 


as I always do, that Christians sin 
and need always to be on the look- 
out for sin in their own lives and 
ought to judge sin and confess and 
forsake it daily. But I also preach- 
ed that Christians can have daily 
victory over sin. And when he saw 


my fight for a holy life, my oppo- 
sition to movies, the dance, the 
lodges, tobacco, my insistence on 
secret prayer, on confession and 
restitution, he saw that my preach- 
ing really ‘produced Bible holiness, 
and he felt like my brother. One 
day he met me in the foyer, called 
me aside and slipped a bill into my 
hand, saying that he felt impress- 
ed to help in my ministry. His 
love and fellowship were doubly 
sweet. He was God’s good man. I 
would not want a barrier between 


us. . 

D. L. Moody said, “If I knew 
that there was one drop of sec- 
tarian blood in my veins, I would 
take this pen-knife and let it out 
today!” I am sure that D. L. 
Moody did not mean that it is 
wrong for a man, from conviction, 
to be a Baptist, or to be a Presby- 
terian or a Lutheran. But certainly 
he did mean that it was wrong for 


one to confine his love and brother- | 


hood and fellowship and coopera- 
tion within the confines of one sect 
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or to be principally interested in 
any little group on earth to the ex- 
clusion of others whom we ought 
to love and with whom we ought 
to labor for the salvation of souls. 

As denominational lines should 
not bar Christian fellowship or 
limit it, even so with racial differ- 
ences. In the Sword of the Lord 
oftice at Wheaton are two lovely 
Japanese - American Christians. 
(One is temporarily out now with 
a new baby). .Their humility, 
their rich- devotional prayer life, 
their concern for sinners and their 
faithfulness to duty make them 
model employees and a_ blessed 
Christian example to all. In Jap- 
anese blood there is nothing un- 
usually treacherous_or blood-thirs- 
ty, nothing that cannot be over- 
come wih the Gospel of Christ. In 
fact, Japanese are just human be- 
ings like the rest of us, with the 


same inherited taint of sin, the 
-same hunger of heart and need for 


Christ. The nations of this earth 
are one family, and among them 
wherever people know the Lord 
Jesus and love Him and serve Him, 
there are Christians with whom we 
ought joyfully to associate, those 
whom we ought to receive qs bro- 
thers and sisters beloved! 

Oh, Christian, seek to have a 
heart as big as the world and to 
love all those dear to the Lord Je- 
sus and to have sweet fellowship 
with all those that love Him! 

Here is one of the principal 
blessings of a Union revival cam- 
paign. In a Union campaign peo- 
ple can approach the blessed con- 
dition of Pentecost when “they 
were all of one accord in one 
place.” No wonder God blesses 
such union campaigns where all 
the people who believe in the Book 
and the blood and the Saviour 
unite in trying to keep pople out 
of Hell and get them born again! 

Oh, the sin of a narrow mind! 
And the worse sin of a narrow 
heart! Let us remember the other 
sheep, so dear to the Lord Jesus. 
He would have us listen to the 
Canaanitish woman. 


ll SHE IDENTIFIED HERSELF 
WITH HER DEMON-POSSESSED 
DAUGHTER! 


Oh, that Christians would learn 
this secret, in our concern for lost 
souls! This Canaanitish woman 
prayed, “Have mercy on ME, O 
Lord, thou son of David; my 
daughter is grievously vexed with 
a devil.” The daughter’s affliction 
was the mother’s affliction. To 
have mercy upon the daughter 
would be to have mercy upon the 
mother. She identified herself with 
a need, with the trouble, with the 
sin, even, of her own daughter. 
Thus there was a genuineness and 
a sincerity in her prayer. 

There is a fake separation, a 
fake snctification abroad in the 
land today which sets' many Chris- 
tians too far away from lost peo- 
ple. The other day in the great 
Buffalo, New York, Union Cam- 
paign I asked the congregation 
how many thought they could get 
some person who drinks to attend 
the services if I would preach on 
“The Double Curse of Booze.” Out 
of a congregation of perhaps 2,400 
there were not more than ten or 
twelve who thought they could get 
someone guilty of this sin, afflicted 
by this craving, damned by this 
curse, to attend the services! This 
was a shocking indication that 
they had separated themselves too 
far from all such people, that they 
did not have the close touch with 
sinners and the compassionate 
heart for sinners, and the confi- 
dence of sinners like New Testa- 
ment Christians ought to have. 


The Bible doctrine of separation 
does not mean separation ftom ail 
unconverted people but rather it 
means separated unto God and to 
live for Him and please Him. And 
we really cannot please the dear 
Lord Jesus if we ignore, or if we 
care little for the dying sinners 
around -us. 

Like some Christians today, 
some honest Bible-believing, born- 
again Christians, the Pharisees of 
Christ’s time despised sinners. It 
was the Scribes and Pharisees who 
said, “ This man rceiveth sinners 
and eateth with them.” 


One Christian lady trying to ex-} 


plain to me how she felt about lost 
sinners, said to me, “I love their 
souls, but I do not love them per- 
sonally.”” She meant that she was 
concerned about seeing them saved 
but she did not enjoy thheir com- 


pany, she did not find them attrac- 
tive, they were not personally pre- 
cious to her. Oh, but dear Chris- 
tian, if you want to see sinners 
saved you must identify yourself 


with sinners. They must be dear: 


to your heart. You must come to 
the place where you feel it would 
be infinite loss to you to have 
them go to Hell. You must feel 
that they are your own beloved 
people, just as the Saviour counts 
them His own lost sheep and longs 
after them and broods over them 
with inexpressible burden and long- 
ing of soul. 

When the children of Israel 
sinned so grievously in having 
Aaron make a calf of gold and in 
dancing about it, naked and drunk- 
en, God suggested to Moses, “I 
have seen this people, and, behold, 
it is a stiff-necked people: Now 
therefore let me alone that my 
wrath may wax hot against them, 
and that I may consume them: and 
I will make of thee a great nation.”’ 
(Exodus 32:9-10). But  weuld 
Moses hegr to any suggestion like 
that? Never! After a strenuous 
discipline and the slaying of about 
3,000 of the guiity men, Moses 
went back up on Mount Sinai to 
plead with God. And tuus is what 
he prayed: 

“Oh, this people have sinned a 
great sin, and have made them 
gods of gold. Yet not, if thou wilt 
forgive their sin—; and if not, blot 
me, I pray thee, out of thy book 
which thou hast written.” (Exodus 
32:31 32). ; 

The book mentioned here was 
God’s plan and God’s promises for 
the nation Israel. But Moses would 
not imagine himself and his family 
separated from the rest of tne na- 
tion. If God were to blot out 
the nation Israel then He should 
blot out Moses and his family, 
too. Moses was not willing to 
head a nation that should leave 
out these poor sinners who had 
grieved God’s heart, but were so 
dear to Moses, as to God! Moses 
made the cause of the people his 
own. When he prayed, forty days 
and nights, and I have no doubt 
with many sobs and tears, Moses 
identified himself with the people 
for whom he prayed. 


When Nehemiah came to pray 
for Jerusalem, he sat down and 
wept, and mourned’ certain (days, 
and fasted, and prayed before the 
God of heaven” (Néh. 1:4).i And 
how did he pray? “Let thine ear 
now be attentive, and thine eyes 
open, that thou mayest hear the 
prayer of thy servant, which I 
pray before thee now, day and 
night, for the children of Israel 
thy servants, and confess the sins 
of the children of Israel, WHICH 
WE HAVE SINNED AGAINST 
THEE: BOTH I AND MY FA- 
THER’S HOUSE HAVE SIN- 
NED.” Then he continues, “WE 
have dealt very corruptly against 
thee...” The sins of Israel were 
Nehemiah’s sins! Their plight was 
his plight, though instead of being 
a downtrodden captive he was the 
king’s cup-bearer. His heart and 
soul were identified with the peo- 
ple for whom he prayed. 


And so Daniel, pleading for Is- 
rael, prayed saying, “We have sin- 


ned, and have committed iniquity, | 


and have done wickedly, and have 
rebelled, even departing from thy 
precepts and from thy judgments: 
Neither have we hearkened unto 
thy servants the prophets... ” 
Daniel said that, though his life 
was obviously as pure and blame- 
less as any recorded in the Bible. 
And then he, who was the prime 
minister of the world’s empire un- 
der several kings, continued, “O 
Lord, righteousness belongeth un- 
to thee, but unto us confusion of 
faces, as at this day” (Dan. 9:7). 
Daniel made himself a part of all 
the sinning, though he himself had 
‘“nurposed in his heart that he 
would not defile himself,’ and 
though he had gladly gone to the 
lion’s den because he would not 
stop his praying! Daniel was .-rich 
and powerful but he made himself 
one with all. the downtrodden and 
oppressed captives. Oh, when we 
can pray like that, God will answer 
our prayers. When we really care 
like that and make the sorrow and 
burdens and condemnation of a 
lost and dying sinner our own, 
surely God will hear us pray! 


Paul prayed like that. For he 
said, “I say the truth in Christ, I 
lie not, my conscience also bear- 
ing me witness in the Holy Ghost, 
that I have great heaviness and 
continual sorrow in my heart. For 
I could wish that myself were ac- 


cursed from Christ for my breth- 


ren, my kinsmen according to the 
flesh.” (Rom. 9:1-3). As a mother 


compelled by love that is beyond 
bounds or measurement would 
giadly suiter instead of her Lever- 
ed babies, so Paul so loved the 
Jews, the same Jews who hated 
him and tried repeatedly to ili 
him, that he would gladly have sut- 
fered part of the torment of the 
damned to spare them! 


So this mother loved her daugh- 
ter and so she prayed. She said, 
“Lord, have mercy on Mi!” In 
that case there was no faxe about 
iiexy prayer. hose were no croco- 
dile tears of nypocrisy that rained 
duwn her cheexs. ‘The desperation 
ol her gaughter was her own. it, 
to the poor demon-aitlicted aaugh- 
Ler, pardon and release from tiuis 
bondage of sin was the most im- 
portant thing in au the world, then 
il was so to the mother also! 

We may be sure that this cry oi 
a motiec was understood by the 
saviour. Did ne not; Himselt, plan 
to bear ali the sins of the world‘: 
tiad He not plainly offered Him- 
selr to the Father in the stead o1 
every guilty soul? And did He 
not plan to enter Heaven as the 
riigh Priest of God, making inter- 
cession tor the sins of many‘ Yea, 
tie Himself was the Sacrifice and 
rriest, and so felt in Himself the 
enormity of sin’s burden and penal- 
ty and could periectly intercede 
betore God for ali those that came 
to God by Him. And He recog- 
nized in this Canaanitish woman 
the likeness to His own intercess- 
ory passion! He purposely extend- 
ead the interview, He waited for 
the issues to become clear to these 
hard-hearted Jew-minded sectar- 
ian apostles. 

A few years ago I heard a man 
speak who was the new head of a 
rescue mission where thousands 
of sinners had been saved, where 
outcasts‘had been reclaimed, where 
harlots had been made pure and 
drunkards sober. It was a haven 
for all the down and outs. And this 
rescue mission worker said to the 
people in a nice church, “It isn’t 
pleasant. My wite and I dislike the 
contact with drunks, the bad smell, 
the filthy clothes, the badesur- 
roundings, as much as you would. 
but it 1S a necessary work and 
we try to carry it on.” I was sad 
to hear him say it, and I felt tnen 
that he could not have much suc- 
cess feeling a deep distaste for 
tue surroundings and the people 
with whom he dealt. Later I dis- 
covered that he was not happy and 
not successful in the rescue mis- 
sion work, and within a few 
months had left it. 


I cannot believe that the father 
who received the prodigal son with 
such tears of rejoicing, with kisses 
of forgiveness and with gifts of 
biessing was aesthetically oitfend- 
ed by the ragged garments, the un- 
Shaven face, and the unwashed ho- 
dy of his boy come home! I do not 
believe that the Lord Jesus shrank 
from the fervent kisses of the fall- 
en woman who came and wept 
over His feet and washed them 
with her tears and dried them with 
the hair of her head. There is no 
sign that the Lord Jesus felt any 
disposition to shun the thieves who 
were crucified one on either side of 
Him. Oh, may we feel the same to- 
ward sinners everywhere! 

It is difficult, almost impossible, 
to get satisfactory maids to do 
the hard and dirty work of house- 
keeping. Hired nurses will not 
wash baby diapers. Hired women 
do not willingly help blow little, 
dirty noses, mop filthy floors, wash 
soiled clothes and dishes. But 
some way mothers do all these 
things without money and without 
price because the babies are their 
own babies! What true mother 
ever lived who did not feel that 
dirty dishes and soiled clothes and 
disturbed sleep and a littered house 
were a small price to pay for ha- 
bies as grand as hers? 


And so this Canaanitish woman, 
this Syrophenician woman, begged 
mercy for herself since it was her 
own beloved daughter who ae 
grievously afflicted. 

Dear reader, if you intend to be 
a winner of souls, then the souls 
must become to you infinitely pre- 
cious, jewels rare beyond price, and 
fit for the crown of our blessed Re- 
deemer. I am sure that. when we 
begin to feel that for a single sin- 
ner to be lost is as horrible as if 
we ourselves were going to Hell, 
then we can pray so God will hear 
us, and we can win souls. We need 
to feel upon us the weight and 
worth of: immortal souls, and to 
feel that their burden is our burden 
their woe our woe. Our unconcern 
is criminal selfishness, a wicked 
disregard for the welfare of others, 
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unlike this woman, unlike the Lord 
Jesus. 


lil. SHE PRAYED A PERSISTENT, 
SUCCESSFUL, PREVAILING 
PRAYER “i 


This woman was a foreigner, a 
stranger, and the apostles had lit- 
tle sympthy with her plea and no 
confidence at all that Jesus would 
give her the desires of her heart. 
but to their surprise, she confident- 
ly held onto the Lord Jesus in 
prayer and got the answer! That 
very hour her daughter was ‘made 
whole. Let us consider how she 
prevailed, 


|. First, note her persistence. 


She prayed, “Have mercy on me, 
O Lord, thou son of David; my 
daughter is grievously vexed with 
a devil.” When Jesus did not hear 
her, did not ‘answer her even a 
word, the disciples begged Jesus to 
send her away, “For she crieth af- 
ter us.” Perhaps she kept following 
the whole party around. Perhaps 
she entreated with the disciples to 
intervene in her behalf. At any 
rate she kept making her plea. 


When Jesus said, “I am not sent 
but unto the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel,” she came and 
worshipped Him, saying, “Lord, 


help me.” He replied that. it was | 


not fitting to take he children’s 
bread, and cast.it to the dogs, im- 
plying that she was no better than 
a dog. In fact that is the way the 
Jews often really felt about Gen- 
ties. Still she would not take no for 
an answer, but said, ““Truth, Lord: 
yet the dogs eat of the crumbs 
which fall from. their masters’ 
table.”’ Jesus could delay, no long- 
er. Proudly, gladly, He answered 
her. plea and made her daughter 
well that hour. Her persistence won 
out. 

You remember that in Luke 18 
Jesus “spake a parable unto them 
to this end ,that men ought al- 
ways to-pray, and not to faint.” 
He told a story of the unjust judge 
who was not afraid of God and did 
mot care about men, but a widow 
was so insistent on justice that at 
last he said, “Though I fear not 
God, nor regard man; yet because 
this widow troubles me, I will 
avenge her, lest by her continual 
coming she weary me.” And the 
revised version translates the 


judge’s reason as “lest she wear 


me out by her continual coming” 
(Luke 18:4-5). And the Lord Je- 
sus used the figure of this unjust 
judge as a startling contrast to 
His own tender heart and His own 
concern to do right arid to help 
people, saying, ‘And shall not God 
avenge his own elect, which cry 
day and night unto him, though 
he bear long with them? I tell you 
that he will avenge them speedily” 
(Luke 18:7-8). 


I have just read the statement — 


of a good man, greatly respected 
that “Since the coming of the Lord 
Jesus to earth, fasting is no long- 
er a practice.” Our dear brother 
surely knows little of this kind of 
praying, persistent, heart-broken, 
determined praying, praying that 
will take no denial, or he would 
never say such a thing. I am as 
certain as I can be that the widow 
who waited on the unjust judge 
was perfectly willing to miss meals 
and lose sleep: and I have no doubt 
that she did. I am certain in my 
mind that this poor woman whose 
daughter was grievously afflicted 
of the devil was willing to miss 
meals and lose sleep, and it is 


very probable that she did either_ 


or both, getting the answer to her 
prayer. The kind of ‘prayer and 
supplicaion” with which the dis- 
ciples tarried and prayed before 
Pentecost (Acts 1:14) seems cer- 
tainly to have involved fasting, ac- 
cording to the plain promise of Je- 
sus in Matthew 9:14 and 15. Cer- 
tainly this kind of praying by 
Paul and Barnabus and others, in 
Acts 13:1-4 involved fasting «and 
prayer. The only reason that lots 
of people never missed a meal for 
prayer is because they have never 
really gotten down to business like 


this woman who got the victory for | 


her daughter’s. deliverance from 
Satan. 

When Jesus said in Matthew 
7:7 and 8, “Ask, and it shall be 
given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock and it shall be opened unto 
you: for every ‘one that asketh 
receiveth; and he that seekth find- 
eth; and to him _ that knocketh it 
shall be opened,” He used the tense 
in the Greek verbs which involves 
continuous action. I think we 
might properly say that Jesus real- 


ly meant, “Keep on asking and it 
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shall be given you, keep on seek- 


ing and ye shall. find, keep on 
knocking and it shall be opened to 
you.” The idea of persistence, of 
continuing, importunate prayer, is 
certainly involved in that promise. 

When Jesus taught His disciples 
to pray that they might be able to 
carry the Bread of Life to sinners, 
Jesus taught them in Luke 11:5-13 
that the secret was importunity; 
that is, insistent, persistent. long- 
continued prayer that would not 
take no for an answer. The way to 
have the power of the Holy Spirit 
is by importunity, said the Saviour. 


So when you pray for sinners, be 
sure you are praying in the will of 
God, according to the Scriptures 
and then, 

“Keep on praying till you pray it 
through, 

God’s great promises are always 
true, 

Keep on .praying till you pray it 

through.” 


2. Second, consider how boldly 
this foreign woman argued with 


Christ 


On first though it seems pre- 
sumptuous, almost sinful for a hu- 
man being to argue with God. But 
here this poor woman boldly ar- 
gued with the Lord Jesus! When 
Jesus said, “I am not sent but un- 
to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel,” she would not accept that 
statement, but came and worship- 
ped him saying, “Lord, help me.” 
But when he said, “It is not meet 
to take the children’s bread, and 
cast it to dogs;’ evidently intend- 
ing to show up that usual attitude 
of His own disciples, this woman 
answered back immediately, 
“Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of 
the crumbs which fall from their 
masters’ table.” If she was noth- 
ing but a Gentile dog (as the dis- 
ciples would have worded it, no 
doubt) then Jesus was still her 
master, and she would, like a lit- 
tle dog, sit under His table wait- 
ing for the crumbs that dogs had 
a right to receive! And by her 
argument she won with the Lord 
Jesus and got the desires of her 
heart! 

So many saints of Bible times 
argued with God and got the an- 
swer to their prayers. When God 
had said He must destroy Sodom 
and Gomorrah, Abraham, remem- 
bering his nephew, Lot, and his 
family, living in Sodom, began to 
argue at once for the safety of Lot: 
whom Abraham knew to be a be- 


- liever, a just man with a right- 


eous soul ((II Pet. 2:7,8). Abra- 
ham said to God, “Wilt thou also 
destroy the righteous with -he 
wicked? Peradvenure there be fif- 
ty righteous within the city: wilt 
thou also destroy and not spare the 
place for the fifty righteous that 
are therein? That be far from thee 
to do after this manner, to slay 
the righteous with the wicked: and 
that the righteous should be as the 
wicked, that be far from thee: 
Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
do right?” (Gen. 18:23-25). 


‘I can imagine that God Himself 
smiled secretly with pleasure at 
argument. Abraham 
was insisting that God must do 


right! And God had no answer to 


that kind of argument. He conced- 
ed that for fifty righteous He 
would spare the city, and then for 
forty-five, then for forty, then for 
thirty, and then for twenty and 
finally if there were ten righteous 
in the city He would spare it. Ab- 
raham in good conscience could ar- 
gue no further; if Lot had won not 
even his own family there would 
be no point in sparing the whole 
city for his sake, But God brought 
Lot outside the city and spared 
him. Abraham won the argument 
with God! He was on safe ground 
when he began to insist that God 
must treat righteous. people and 
wicked people differently, and that 


- the Judge of all the earth must do 
right! 


In the incident mentioned before, 
when the children of Israel sinned 
and God’s anger waxed hot against 
them, Moses ed with God. He 


argu 
_ said, “Wherefore should the Egyp- 
, and say, For mischief 


tians * 
did he ring them out, to slay them 
in the mountains, and to consume 


from the face of the. earth?” (Ex. 


32:12). 

_ When Moses reminded God that 
His A sir neg a was at stake if He 
did not kee oe me romise to take 
Israel into as e had God in a 
tight place, if we ape say so rev- 
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erently. Moses won his argument 
with God. 

Then, in the next chapter when 
the Lord proposed to send His 
angel to lead the children of Israel 
into. the promised land, but said, 
“For I will not go up in the midst 
of thee; for thou are a stiff-necked 
people: lest I consume thee in the 
way’ (Ex. 33:3) again Moses ar- 
gued with God and won. He said, 
“If thy presence go not with me, 
carry us not up hence. For where- 
in shall it be known here that I 
and thy people have found grace 
in thy sight? is it not in that thou 
goest with us? so shall we be Se- 
parated, I and my people, from all 
the people that are upon the face 
of the earth” (Ex. 33:15, 16). Mo- 
ses won that argument also and 
God said, “I will do this thing. al- 
so that thou hast spoken” (Ex. 
33:17). 

The right kind of prayer comes 
to God on the basis of His prom- 
ises and insists on God meeting 
His obligations. The right kind of 
prayer finds what would glorify 
God, what would be according to 
His Word, what would fit in with 
His holy and righteous nature, and 
so. one, finding that he is praying 
in the will of God, and brings 
promises and reasons that God 
cannot disown, prays with great 
boldness and gets the answer! 

George Muller, the man of pray- 
er in Bristol, England, who got 
daily food and provision of all 
kinds for some 2,300 orphans, be- 
sides running schools and support- 
ing missionaries, and all in answer 
to prayer without ever takig a col- 
lection, regularly arguend with 
God. Again and again he would 
remind God that God’s reputation 
was at stake; that he, Muller, had 
everywhere told people that God 
would keep His promises. He re- 
minded God that He Himself had 
promised to be ‘‘a Father to the 
fatherless.”” Muller argued with 
God that if he, a sinful man, had 
tender pity on the orphans and 
wanted them not to miss a meal, 
how unthinkable it would be that 
God should allow them to go hun- 
gry when there was no one else 
to provide! And God liked that 
kind of argument, and day after 
day for many, many long years, 
decade after decade, He provided 
so that never did children miss a 
meal, and never was His believing 
servant left in shame. 

When I was preaching in Evans- 
ville Rescue Mission, Evansville, 
Indiana, Dr. Ernest I. Reveal, the 
head of the Mission, found that 
about $500.00 worth of local bills 
had accumulated. The heavy ex- 
pense of running the mission, feed- 
ing the hungry, giving beds, baths 
ad laundry to the unfortunate; se- 
curing jobs, sending runaway girls 
home, running a camp for women 
and children in the summer — all 
these had piled up debts of $500.00 
He called for the good women who 
attended the mission to meet one 
morning at ten o’clock for a ‘pray- 
er meeing. Then he set himself 
about to pray over these $500.00 
worth of bills. 

And the way he did it seemed to 
me almost sacriligious, it was so 
bold. I had already found that 
when Brother Reveal prayed, he 
simply chatted with the Lord in 
an informal but very persistent 
way. He got in his car one day 
and had difficulty finding his key 
and I heard him murmur, “Now 
look here, Lord!” When a paper 
was mislaid on his desk, he looked 
diligently for it, murmuring soft- 
ly, “Lord, help Ernie! Lord, help 
Ernie!” So when praying about 
these bills, my dear brother, who 
has had so many prayers answer- 
ed, simply spread them out on his 


and had an argument with the 
Lord. He said, “Well, Lord, I am 
sure glad these bills are not mine! 
Lord ,you know I have been in this 
town twenty-three years and I al- 
ways pay my bills, But these are 
not my bills, Lord. They are Yours. 
And if You don’t pay them, there 
is going to be an awful stink in 
this town. You know all about me, 
Lord, and You know that we 
made these bills in Your name and 
we believe You led in them and it 
looks to me like You are going to 
have to pay them!” 

I was amazed at that prayer. It 
seemed to me to be too personal, 
too intimate, in talking to a holy 
God. I wondered if God was not 
displeased with that kind of pray- 
ing. But I did not wonder long, for 


at ten o’clock while the g 'wo- 
men were gathering to start the 


desk and leaned back in his chair, | 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


prayer meeting to pray for the 
money for the bills, the mail came 


and in one letter was a check for 


$500.00, which wouiu pay every one 
of them! Brother Reveal boldly ar- 
gued with God. He reminded God 
of His own faithfulness, of His 
own promises, of His own good 
name. And God heard him! 

Now when you go to argue with 
God, of course you cannot deceive 
Him. If you pretend that you are 
concerned about God’s name wiien 
you are really concerned about 
your own, and if you pretend that 
you really want Him pleased when 
you are trying actually to please 
yourself, do not think you can win 
out. This Syrophenician woman 
claimed her place under the table 
ot the Lord Jesus. She did not 
claim any honor; she was willing 
to be only a dog, but she insisted 
that she belonged to the Lord Je- 
sus and that she should have the 
crumbs inat were needed,,which 
fell from the table. And beloved 
Christian, I plead with you, learn 
to insist when you come to pray, 
and bring holy reasons, Scriptural 
reasons, reasons that will honour 
God, why He should answer your 
prayer. 


3. Third, it was her faith that won 


the answer. 

Jesus said to this woman, “O wo- 
man, great is thy faith: be it unto 
thee even as thou wilt.” It was her 
faith that got the answer. 

When you quit praying before 
you get the answer on something 
that is within your perfect right, 
according to the Scripture, then 
it is because of lack of faith. This 
woman kept on praying because 
she believed that Jesus would an- 
swer her, 

This Canaanitish woman know 
more about Jesus than many 
Christians do. She knew He was 
the Son of David,’ the promised 
Messiah. She called Him ‘‘Lord,”’ 
which leads me to believe she had 
perfect assurance of His deity. And 
even when Jesus said, testing her, 
“I am not sent but unto the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel,’ she 
did not believe Him! She seems to 
have sensed that He said that on- 
ly to prove her. She seems to have 
understood that He was: only pre- 
tending to feel like His disciples 
felt about Gentiles, so she contin- 
ued to pray! /She worshipped Him, 
saying, “Lord help me.”’ 

And when Jesus, in effect, called 
her a dog, she said, “Truth, Lord: 
yet the dogs eat of the crumbs 
which fell from their masters’ 
table.” In her heart, she must have 
understood that Jesus did not real- 
ly look on her as a dog. She knew 
more about Him, I think, than the 
twelve disciples did. So she kept 
praying. 

I can imagine that she said to 
herself, “He says that He came on- 
ly to the Jews, but I know better! 
He came to be the Saviour of the 
whole world. He talks as if He 
thought I were only a dog, but I 
know better. He loves me, He loves 
my daughter, He has a tender 
compassion in His heart, and in a 
moment He will tell me so.” So 
she kept on praying. 

Oh, it is wonderful to believe 
God. It is wonderful to believe in 
Christ’s compassion, to depend up- 
on His love and faithfulness, to re- 
ly upon His promises! This woman 
did believe in Him, did rely upon 
Him, and her persistent prayer 
was simply the expression of her 
faith. And for her faith her daugh- 
ter was made whole. 

How much we could have if we 
did! only believe God, as she 

id! 


IV. SHE FOUND THE COMPAS- 

SIONATE, WILLING CHRIST 

WILL ANSWER IF WE MEAN 
BUSINESS 


We would not leave this won- 
derful story of the Syrophenician 
woman, the Canaanitish woman, 
without centering our attention on 
the tender-hearted Saviour who: 
heard her prayer, who healed her 
daughter, and who praised her 
faith. Let us consider some things 
pe Jesus iat are illustrated 

ere 


|. First, there is no respect of per- 
sons with God. 


He does love Gentiles as well as 
Jews. He is as willing to answer 
prayer now as He ever was. There 
are no dispensations about answers 
to prayer. If any reader has a 
daughter afflicted with the devil, I 


hope you -will come as boldly and 


as persistently as this woman, find 
what kind of prayer will be in 
the will of God, and then come to 
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lay your claim on the compassion- 
ate heart of Jesus. He is no re- 
spector of persons. He is as tender 
now as then. His compassion for 
the suffering never fails. Do not 
ever feel that the Lord Jesus does 
not care about your trouble. ‘‘Cast- 
ing all your care upon him for he 
careth for you.” 


2. Second, the dear Lord does not 
always mean no when he seems to 
say no. 


God does not always méan to 
discourage your prayer when He 
delays an answer. From the be- 
ginning He intended to answer 
this pleading woman. But He only 
wanted her persistence, her single- 
ness of heart to be widely known. 
He wanted to make an impression 
on the apostles and then He want- 
ed this thrilling incident written 


down for uncounted millions of. 


others to read and know that He is 
glad to answer prayers when we 
mean business. 


I think that frivolous praying, 
praying without a burden, praying 
without concern, praying without a 
real decision to plead with God, 
must grieve the dear Lord very 
much. We cannot deceive Him, but 
when a burden about which we 
pray becomes the biggest thing in 
the world to us, or when we con- 
fidently make up our minds we will 


jnever let Him go until he lifts 


the burden, according to His pro- 
mises, and according to His own 
goodness, then we may be sure 
we are near the answer. 


Perhaps God has seemed to be 
deaf to your cry. Perhaps your sky 
is as barren of any rain cloud or 
promise as was true when Elijah 
prayed the first time for rain af- 
ter three and one-half years of 
drouth (I Kings 18:42-45), But 
Elijah would not be discouraged. 
He prayed seven times. And every 
time he sent his servant to see if 
there were a cloud. Six times there 
was no cloud, but the seventh time 
there was a cloud, “a little cloud 
out of the sea, like a man’s hand.”’ 
Then Elijah claimed the victory of 
a great rain and sent Ahab to re- 
turn quickly to his place before 
the rain should stop him. 


So keep on praying when God 
does not answer. Keep on praying 
when there seems to be no use. 
When Satan tells you God does 
not care, tell Satan that he is a 
liar, that you know God does care 
because He has promised to care, 
and go on praying! The Lord Je- 
sus did not mean no when He 
seemed to say no to this woman of 
Canaan’ who came to plead for 
her daughter! 


3. Third, the Lord Jesus wants to 
give us exactly what we want when 
that is right. 


To the woman of Canaan Jesus 
said, “O woman, great is thy faith: 
be it unto thee even as thou wilt.” 
And then we are told, “And her 
daughter was made whole from 
that very hour.” 


God wants to give us “the de- 
sires of thine heart” (Psa. 37:4). 
God wants us to pray with faith, 
for ‘‘What things soever ye desire, 
when ye pray,” (Mark 11:24). Je- 
sus delights to have us “Ask what 
ye will” and promises that it shall 
be done for us if we abide in Him 
and His words abide in us (John 
15:7). All this means that we 
ought to come to Jesus with every 
ought to be bold in our praying 
and ought to come to Jesus with 
every burden, every heart’s desire, 
and stay and wait on Him until we 
can feel and see and receive the 
rich blessings we crave. 


Our little prayers do not please 
God. He has plenty of love and 
compassion, plenty of provision, to 
give us exceedingly abundantly 
more than we can ask or think. . 


Our indecisive prayers, our pray- 
ers without boldness, our prayers 
| that easily take no for an answer, 
do not please Him. Oh, how glad 
He is when we persistently and 
boldly press the matter of our 


needs! That is the faith that He 


desires and is pleased to answer. 

Our failure to pray about the 
things dearest to our hearts, our 
failure to take our very heart’s de- 
sires to God in prayer, do not 
please Him. How glad He is when 
we tell Him all our heart! And how 
glad He is when He can say, as 
He did to this woman of Canaan, 
“Be it unto thee even as thou 
wilt,” and can make the sick 
whole, or have the unmet need 
supplied, or the unsettled problem 
solved, that very hour! 


$4 ‘ 
Doesn’t This Deserve 
(Continued from page one). 


ers, or other active church lead- 
ers will see that samples of The 
Sword of the Lord are given out to 
the public congregation, and that 
announcement is made about this 
offer, it will do great good. We will 
gladly supply subscription blanks, 
free circulars giving details about 
The Sword of the Lord and the 
great men whose sermons it pub- 
lishes, with a mimeographed list 
of great books which we suggest, 
from which you may choose your 
free library. 


Another Way You Can Help 

If you for some reason do not 
feel able to get the subscriptions 
and send them in, surely you can 
at least see that samples of the 
paper are give out to your ’con- 
gregation.-Or perhaps you had ra- 
ther send us names and addresses 
of all the families in your church, 
and we will send each family three 
copies of The Sword of the Lord, 
and they will have a chance to 
subscribe. We will gladly do our 
part for the good that will result, 
if you will send us names and ad- 
dresses of families of your own 
church who would be interested, 
you think, in such a Christian 
evangelistic paper . 

If you want samples of The 
Sword of the Lord, write today 
and say how many. Subscription 
blanks and circulars will also be 
set. And we will greatly appreciate 
the names of people to whom we 
should send samples from our of- 
fice, provided they are Christian 
people who would likely be inter- 
ested in such a paper, and their 
full names and addresses are care- 
fully given. 

Thank you, dear friend, for your 
help in this matter. Address your 
letter to Sword of the Lord Pub- 
lishers, 145 N. Hale, Wheaton, Ill. 

In Jesus’ dear name, yours, 
John R. Rice 
O——-——- 


EVANGELIST APPELMAN IN 


GREAT MISSISSIPPI REVIVALS 


Evangelist Hyman Appelman of 
825 Woodland Avenue, Fort Worth, 
4, Texas, is at present being great- 
ly used in the state of Mississippi. 
A letter from D. A. MeCall, Busi- 
ness Manager of the Baptist Rec- 
ord of Mississippi to this editor 
indicates state-wide interest in the 
Appelman meetings for which we 
devoutly thank God. 

In the last two revivals conduct- 
ed by Evangelist Hyman Appel- 
man, there were to God’s praise 
and glory, in definite conversions 
and transfers of membership, 885 
in Jackson, Mississippi, and 1794 in 
Columbus, Mississippi. Those cam- 
paigns were sponsored by all: the 
Baptist churches. 

Since the above news came we 
have a card from Evangelist Ap- 
pelman telling about a blessed 
campaign in and about New Al- 
bany, Mississippi. Brother Appel- 
man says, : 

“Dear Prayer Partner, 

“Thank you again. The Holy 
Spirit gave us 759 upon the two- 
fold invitation .o accept Jesus 
Christ as Saviour, or to transfer 
their membership. 

“Pray for us mightily in Clarks- 
dale, Miss. through April 16th. 
God abundantly reward you! 

“Numbers 6:24-26 
“Hyman Appelman 
Alcazar Hotel 
Clarksdale, Miss.’’ 

This spirit-filled preacher is be- 
ing mightily used of God. Let all. 
of us rejoice and pray mightily and 
expectantly for his ministry and 
for great revivals everywhere. 


——-- Q---— 


"A GREAT BURDEN HAS 


ROLLED OFF MY SOUL" | 


The two articles which appeared 
a few weeks ago in The Sword of. 
the Lord on “If A Converted Soul 
Ever Loses Salvation” and “Four 
More Absurdities If a Christian 
Becomes Lost” have been used of 
God to bless many. We share with 
you here another letter. 

“Dear Christian friends: En- 
closed is $1.00. Please send me 15 
booklets “Can a Saved Person Ever 
be Lost” by John R. Rice. Ihave 
had a wonderful light in my 
wa self-righteous Christian 
life by reading ‘If A Converted 
Soul Ever Loses Salvation’ by 
Evangelist John R. Rice. I thank 


God for it. A great burden has 


rolled off my soul and I want to 
share the light with others. 

' “Yours, for Christ,” 

Mrs. George S——-, Minn. 
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PAGE FOUR 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


“ ABOUNDING GRACE” 


(Continued from page one) 


merit whatsoever to deserve, or 
money to buy. God says, “I will 
love them freely,’ that is, with 
abounding grace. ‘I will not accept 
their works in exchange or trade 
for my love,’ saith Jehovah God. 
‘I will love all the unworthy, and 
sinful though they be, I will love 
them freely.’ | want you to see 
this abounding grace. Oh, it is a 
marvelous picture. The word “‘free- 
ly’ is frequently used when a fav- 
or is being conferred without its 
being sought; that is, “while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us.” That is an expression of His 
love freely. 

As an illustration of the word 
“freely,” I point you to the sun. 
How freely the sun scatters its 
light-giving rays upon the earth. 
The sun comes up in its appointed 
season, shines upon the just and 
the unjust freely, upon the farm of 
the ungodly, upon the face of the 
murderer, upon the cell of a thief. 
No matter how sinful a man may 
be, the sun comes in all of its 
beauty and warm rays upon him, 
unasked for, unsought for. It comes 
not because of his deserts, but be- 
cause of the loving heart of God. 
Observe the rain. It falls upon the 
rocks and upon the lowly soil; two 
different kinds of structure there 
—the hard, flinty rock and the 
lowly soil. And the rock refuses 
the wonderful life-giving moisture 
that the rain gives and the life- 
giving power is wasted. It falls 
upon the lowly soil, watering the 


seeds contained therein, and in} 


time the soil brings forth fruit 
unto man. The difference is in the 
natures. And the heart that re- 
ceives the Word and is _ obedient 
and open and receptive and hon- 
est like the lowly soil, will bring 
forth fruits of righteousness, but 
the hard-heart of the impenitent 
rejects the Word of God; it falls 
off and the life-giving power is 
wasted. When God says, “I will 
love you freely, ” He means this: 
that no prayers or tears or good 
works or alms-giving could in any 
way be an inducement to Him to 
love man. The song writer express- 
es. it when he says, 


“Could my tears forever flow, 

These for sin could not atone.” 
That’s it! 

Now in this great text, “I will 
love them freely” we find two out- 
standing doctrines of God’s Word 
and may the Holy Spirit enlighten 
us as I just speak upon these two 
doctrines briefly. Now here it is: 
you will not like it, but I cannot 
help it; it is God’s Word. 


The Undeserving Human Race 


There is nothing in man to at- 
tract the love of God to him. Let 
us begin right at the beginning. I 
have a foundation for this. God’s 
Word is very accurate and very 
comprehensive: man is dead in 
trespasses and sin and afar off, 
alienated from God, without hope 
and without Christ, and there is 
nothing in man to attract the love 
of God to him. In Jeremiah 17:9, 
we read, “The heart is deceitful 
above all things, and desperately 
wicked;” That is why some peo- 
ple do not like to read God’s Word. 
God pictures man just as he is. 


If man had written this book, oh, 


he would have patted man on the 
back and said he is a wonderful 
fellow, nothing wrong with him 
at all. But God gays, “The heart 
is deceitful above all things and 
desperately wicked.’ And inherent 
in man’s mind is the thought that 
somehow through good works he 
may be eventually accepted or 
found worthy before God; that he, 
man, is not quite as bad as God 
pictures him. Well, I would rather 
take God’s picture, God’s Word for 
for what I am and then take the 
méans of redemption, than to think 
for a moment that I by accumulat- 


ing my good works. might some 


day be found worthy and accept- 
able in God’s presence. Well, that 
is a false hope. But God really 
loves man, though vile he may be, 
though unclean and unworthy he 
may be, yet God says, ‘I will-love 
him freely.’ And that grace ig op- 
posed to man’s good works. ~ 


Now here; Paul in his. different 
epistles is very strong on 
point. He tells us that if. God's. 
love be of grace, it cannot be of 
works. Under the law, the coy- 
enant of works, God says this: 
Now 
if we do the things which the cov- 
enant of works requires of us, we 
will live.. Then we live as a direct 
result of our doing, not of God’s 
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doing. In the covenant of grace, 
we tind the very opposite. lt can 
never be as a result of anything 
we have done that we are saved. 
Under the covenant of works, the 
only thing that can lead God to 
accept man is this: on the grounds 
of perfect obedience of all His 
commandments. Go back to the 
20th chapter of Exodus, and read 
the ten commandments, for ex- 
ample. “Thou shalt not steal,” 
“Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me,’ “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thine heart.” 

Has any man from Adam down 
to the present moment kept the 
law in all of its entirety, in absol- 
ute perfect obedience? Only One 
and that is the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He is the only One. And God’s 
Word Says this, that not by works 
of law shall any man be justified 
“for whosoever shall keep the 
whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all.” Suppose 
a man lived 75 years and had kept 
the law in perfect obedience for 
75 long years and yet just three 
minutes before he dies he breaks 
one of the laws of God, the com- 


‘mandments of God. Listen, he will 


spend eternity. in a Christless 
grave and in separation from God. 
Because he has broken one, he is 
guilty of all, and all the 75 years 
of accumulated good works simply 
vanish like snow in a July sun. If 
you break one of the laws, God 
says you are guilty of the entire 
law, and you will go down -to a 
Christless eternity. 


Now the covenant of grace does 
not teach this way. It views a man 
as having nothing to merit. ‘All 
have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God.” And yet God 
comes right over and says, ‘Now, I 
will love you freely.’ It does not 
say, ‘If thou wilt, I will,’ or ‘man 
Shall be clean,’ but “I will; be thou 
clean.’”’ And the covenant of grace 
says, “I will bless you and will con- 
tinue to bless you, and will contin- 
ue to love you freely in spite of all 
your sin.”’ May God enable you to 
see it. And to you who are endeav- 
oring to keep his commandments it 
is a contract to earn salvation. 


First of all, I want you to recog- 
nize this. Now follow me through 
and do not just hear part of it. 
That is the trouble with some of 
you. You hear just part of it and 
then write me about it and I have 
to explain it all over again. Well, 
here it is. First of all, recognize 
this, that you are guilty before 
God, lost and without hope and 
without Christ. Receive Christ in- 
to your heart and be saved. Then 
you will find that He, the indwell- 
ing Christ, will give you power to 
keep his commandments as restat- 
ed in the New Testament. As a 
very interesting little bit of side- 
line, just thrown in, all of the ten 


commandments of the Old Testa-| 


ment are restated in the New Test- 
ament with the exception of the 
Seventh Day. We are not under the 
law. We are under grace. And all 
that I have just given you can be 
summed up in Romans 6:23, “For 
the wages of sin is death; but the 
gift of God is eternal life through 


Jesus Christ our Lord.” That is it. 


It is a gift. Some one may say to 
me, “Well, I do not feel worthy. 
My heart is too hard. I just do not 
feel that I am worthy to accept. I 
do not feel my need of Christ.” To 
all of this God Says,—now listen 
carefully,sinner friend—(‘I will 
love you freely.’ 


God's Love Cannot Be Hindered 


By Man's Sin 
The two great doctrines (and I 


only have time just to touch upon 


the second) found in. these words, 
“I will love them freely,” are 
these: There is nothing, (I know 
you do not like this, but I cannot 
help it) there is nothing in man 
that could be the cause of God’s 
love. So, there is nothing in man 


that can be the effectual hindrance | 


to God’s love. That is, there is 
nothing in’ man to prevent God 
from loving him. Now let me ask 
you a question. Can you mention 
any sin which you think is a hin- 
drance to God’s love and grace? 
Can you? Some of you have writ- 
ten and said, ‘Brother Fuller, I 
have gone so far down. I am so 
deep in sin. God can’t save me.” 


| Now listen, can you mention any 


sin which you think is a hindrance 


to God’s love and grace? I will 


tell you something. I will assure 
you, upon the authority of God’s 
Word, that even you can 
cleansed. Here it is: I John 1:7, 


be! blood of Christ has been 
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“But if we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellow- 
ship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from” —- what is the 
next word? A-L-L—“all sin.” 
There you have it. You cannot 
name any sin God will not save 
you from. 

Take King Manesseh in Israel. 
What did he do? Why, he shed 
innocent blood. He bowed before 
idols. He made his children to pass 
through strange fires. He put his 
own child on the altar in sacrifice 


‘to a false God. And yet, for it all 


God’s love laid hold upon Manes- 
seh, and Manesseh, at the close of 
his reign, became a bright star 
in Israel’s history. Though once 
vile and lost, he became a new 
man and God made him a bless- 
ing. 

Then, you take Paul. Well, Paul 
started out to Damascus breathing 
out threatening against the church. 
His hands were red wih human 
blood, he had been guilty of mur- 
der. Yet, after his conversion, he 
said this: “This is a faithful say- 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners; of whom I 
am chief.” Now if the biggest 
sinner went in at the straight and 
narrow gate, there is room for 
you who are a lesser sinner. 


Stop and think. Suppose you 
could find a sinner so vile that 
Christ cannot reach him. Do you 
know what would happen? Sup- 
pose a man would come forth and 
we would say, “Weil, he is so vile 
that God could not reach him and 
Christ cannot reach him.” The de- 
mons of Hell would take that 
man through the streets of their 
abode as a trophy and would say, 
“Here is a man that is more than 
a match for God; His sin is too 
great for God’s grace.” But God 
Says, “Where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound.” 


Paul — oh, I love to study about 
Paul; I love to get up close to 
that man and read of his courage 
and his steadfastness—he said, 
“T am not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth.” And I do not care 
who you are; I do.not care how 
deeply dyed you may be; I do not 
care how low yot, have sunk; 
I do not care how yile and sinful 
you may be, Christ went to Cal- 
vary’s cross and died in your place 
and in your stead and you can 
have that power of God unto sal- 
vation. If any man, belieVing, 
failed to be saved, it would take 
away the glory of the gospel. 
Christ would have died in vain and 
the cross would be of no effect. 


God's Invitation Is To Everyone 


In closing, thank God that first, 
His gate is wide open. God’s Word 
says very clearly, ‘Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy 


laden, and. I. will..give.you rest.” 


“Come now, and let us reason to- 
gether . .: though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow.” Here it is, “Ho, everyone 
that thirsteth, come ye to the wa- 
ers, and he that hath no money; 
come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, 
buy wine and milk without money 
and without price.” God says to 
come. “I will love you freely” 
And I just want to say this again; 
no matter how low you may be, 
God says, “I will love you freely”’ 
—unmerited favor! And the mo- 
ment that you come and accept 
God’s deliverance through Jesus 
Christ, made nigh by the blood of 
Christ, the marvel of it is ,that 
the moment that you.come -—— listen 
now, this is God’s Word — He said, 
Tl bury your sins in the deepest 
sea.” I was looking at a map last 
night, and I said to Mrs. Fuller, 
“Why look, right here, just a few 
miles off from Japan, it says the 
ocean is 36,000 feet in depth. 
Think of it! That must be the place 
where God buries the sins —the 
deepest place in all of the seven 
oceans —--seven miles in depth.” 
Think of it! God said, ‘I will bury 
them in the deepest sea and not 
remember them against you any- 
more forever.’ You know, God is 
always. on the giving side. Like 
when the prodigal son came back, 
the father said, “‘Why, give him 
tthe best robes, kill the fatted 
calf, fix the table up, give him a 
ring, and give him shoes.” 
God is always on the giving side. 
If you will come just as you 
are, God will accept you just as 
you are. Come as you are without 
any preparation or fitness. Come, 
for the cross is lifted high. The 
ed 


pour 
out. All you need is to accept His 
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love that God so willingly be- 
stows. He said, “I will love you 
freely.” 

Let us bow our heads in prayer. 

Heavenly Father, may the Holy 
Spirit give us a glimpse that we 
may comprehend thy love, the 
length and the depth and the 
height and the breadth of it. Let 
us get a little picture of what it 
means for Thee to love us freely, 
vile and sinful though we are. We 
thank Thee for Thy cleansing pow- 
er that can make us clean and re- 
store us, justified by faith, having 
peace with Thee. We thank Thee 
that the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth us from all sin. May men 
and women everywhere take Thee 
at Thy Word and come just as 
they are, for we ask it in Christ’s 
name and for His sake. Amen. 

In just a few minutes the Old- 
Fashioned Revival Hour will be 
brought to a close. Another broad- 
cast has gone into eternity, re- 
corded on the pages of the books 
of Heaven. We have tried to preach 
God’s Word of loving grace for dy- 
ing men and women—wmen who 
are separated from God and are 
afar off, without hope. Oh, as you 
are seated there by the _ radio, 
friend of mine, will you not listen 
to these words, “I will love you 
freely.” “Where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound.” 
There is sufficient grace for all 
your sin. God says that Christ’s 
blood will cleanse you from all Sin. 
Will you take God at His Word 
and come and believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ? God’s Word says, 
“As many as receive Him to them 
gave he power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe 
on his name.”’ We are praying for 
you, friend, that you will come toa 
saving knowledge of Christ, Who 
is the way, the truth, and the life, 
and to know peace, pardon, fellow- 
ship and all that He has for you in 
Christ Jesus. Oh, the companion- 
ship of Christ in these dark days 
is far above the price of rubies and 
diamonds. It is wonderful to have 
Him as a shepherd. We trust that 
God’s grace will be with you until 
next Sunday if the Lord tarries, 
and we are still in the body. We 
want to preach just as long as God 
gives us breath and strength to 
preach on he unsearchable riches 
of Christ and to preach the gospel. 
Goodbye and God bless you. Char- 
les E. Fuller speaking. 


Accept God's Wonderful Offer 
Today 


By the Editor 


Sinner, your case is not too hard 
for God. No matter how deep in 
sin you may have gone, Christ can 
reach to the very bottom and take 
you out. No matter how undeserv- 
ing you are, He died for you, and 
wants to save you today. He loves 
you freely. It is now your move. 
He can and will give peace to your 
troubled, sin-sick soul. Will you 
tell the Lord right now that you 
are tired of sin, that you want 
His forgiveness, that you will trust 
Him as your own Saviour? Will 
you accept His offer of mercy, so 
sweetly brought by the Holy 
Spirit? When you put your trust 
in the dear Saviour, salvation is 
yours then and there! If you will 
trust Christ today, will you write 
me a letter like the following or 
sign your name to this statement 
and clip it out and mail it? I will 
write Brother Fuller and tell him 
of your decision so he can rejoice 
with us, and I will write you a 
personal letter of counsel and in- 
struction. 


Date 


Evangelist John R. Rice 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I have just read Brother Fuller’s 
message on “Abounding Grace.” 
I realize I-am a poor, unconverted 
Sinner in need of salvation which 
is so freely offered by Christ. 
Right here and now I repent of my 
sins and trust Jesus to change my 
heart and give me everlasting life. 
I know I am undeserving but I be- 
lieve Christ died for me. I write 


this to confess Him as my Saviour 


today. And by God’s grace, I will 
confess Him openly in public serv- 
ices and will set out to live for 
Him from this day forward. 


Signed 
Address ‘ 


(Continued from page one) 


Dr. J. Palmer Muntz, pastor of 
Cazenovia Park Baptist Church, 
was chairman of the publicity com- 
mittee. He was out of town much 
of the campaign, but his fellow- 
ship was sweet when he was there. 
Other committee chairmen were: 
Mr. James Roberts, Bible Sch. 
Mr. J. Fred Berner, Children 
Rev. Vincent D. Trimmer, Dele- 
gations 


Mr. John R. Peachey, Finance 


Rev. Wm. S. Corby and Rev. J. 
Leon Maneval, Literature 

Rev. Milton D. Arnold, Noon-day 
Meetings. 

Rev. Enoch S. Moore, Rev. Don- 
ald C. Dibble, Rev. Robert 
Vandermey, Prayer Groups 

Mr. Wm. M. Coleman, Ushers 

Mr. Wm. Sacher, Visitation 

Mrs. Will E. Wright, Women 

Robert Meloon, Young People 

Other members of the general com- 
mittee were Rev. Walter V. Wat- 
son, Mr. Earle W. Popp, and Mr. 


J ohn S. Gervan. There was wonder-~ 


ful cooperation from dozens of pas- 
tors. About thirty pastors did the 
finest personal work we have ever 
seen. Thy are God’s good men, and 
it was a joy to have fellowship 
with them in this great work. 

The committee had put in the 
budget a certain salary for the 
evangelist. I told them frankly 
that I would come only on the con- 
dition that I was not a party to 
any agreement of how much 
money I should receive; and so we 


had no agreement. The committee | 


was very generous. 

However, since 1926 I have had 
an agreement with the Lord that 
I would not accept a regular sa- 
lary, but would trust the Lord to 
supply my needs, through the peo- 
ple. So I resolved, when invited to 
Buffalo, that I would not take a 
penny for my labor there, but 
would put more money into the 
campaign than was paid me ‘by 
the committee. I had the great joy 
of giving away free about $2600 
worth of my books and pamphlets, 
That included nearly 200,000 of the 
pamphlet, “What Must I Do To Be 
Saved,” given out beforehand all 
over Buffalo. The actual printing 
and shipping cost to me was 
$1570.20. The $600 paid me by the 
committee was very generous, but 
it is a matter of great joy that I 
left that, plus $970.20 more, in 
Buffalo as a donation to the cam- 
paign, besides the three weeks of 
my time, given free. This, I feel, 
will help to stop the mouths of the 
critics of evangelism and of evan- 
gelists. And besides, this litera- 
ture, given away free, had a great 
part in the winning of souls, in 


getting people to the services, ‘and > 


in getting people settled on prob- 
lems of the Christian life. I only 
wish I could have given away 
much more, enough to meet the 
need. And God always takes care 
of my needs and of my family; so 
it is only fair and right that in 
some cases I should give my time 
free and as much more as-I can 
to make a great campaign a suc- 
cess and win precious souls. 
Blessed reports continue to come 
in about the campaign. Mrs. Rice 
received a letter today from a wo- 
man saved Monday, who could nev- 
er get away from the conviction 
she received in the services. Bro- 
ther Dibble, by telephone, report- 
ed that many of the children con- 
verted in a great childrens’ meet- 
ing, were winning their parents. 
After a few days at home Mr. 
Shufelt and I will leave tomorrow 
night (Friday, May 5) for a cam- 
paign in the First Baptist Church, 


Fairfield, Alabama, a suburb of — 


Birmingham. We covet the pray- 
ers of our readers and friends. 
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100 for $4.00; 500 for $17.50. . 
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